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Welcome to PAPA’s Ministries   
Pastors and Priests Available to Serve        
2317 W. Price Road,  St. Johns, MI 48879  (517)290-0116              
6 Queen Street, PO Box 3, Port Antonio, Portland, Jamaica 

Thank You for your support and Merry Christmas from Jamaica  

who meet there feel like 
they can make a real differ-
ence in their neighborhood.      

    
   The Wesleyan Holiness 
Basic School at Commo-
dore is almost finished and 
the teachers can hardly wait 
for a Christmas Present of a new office and new rest-
rooms for the kids. 

   The Manse / Mission House that many of you 
worked very hard on is shaping up and has gotten 
the attention of ministry groups throughout the Ja-
maica District.  It is a fine asset for the work of the 
church as committees and ministry teams will be 
coming here for retreats and planning sessions.  
Thanks. 

    

    
   A Christmas Tree was erected in the town square 
this week.  When in Kingston, we actually saw fresh 
trees that had been raised and cut in the Blue Moun-
tains for sale.  That was a bit of a surprise to us.  We 
do have artificial trees in our circuit churches and 
that is nice to see.  Many people who have put up 
trees in the past are not doing so due to the extreme 
electricity rates from Jamaica Public Service.  I think 
they ought to just leave off the lights like in days 
gone by.  No candles Please! Other than that, there 
are few signs of the season; KFC is the one real ex-
ception in town.  Go figure.   

 
Christmas Programsð Once again, Kay has been 
working very hard to put together two Christmas 
Programsðone at Port Antonio and one at Bloom-
field.  However, both are at the same time so Kay is 
entrusting me to the one at Port Antonio.  The kids 
have been a little less than enthusiastic, ok, at times 
unresponsive, but I think on Christmas Morning, 
God will be glorified.   

 
There will be no Christmas Eve service this year for 
us to attend. Kay and I have traditionally attended an 
11PM or Midnight service and then returned home       
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ñ...and you will give him the name of Jesus be-
cause he will save his people from their sins.ò 
 Matthew 1:21b 

 

  The angel of the Lord visited Joseph to reassure 
him that the little one that his beloved Mary would 
give birth to in a few months was indeed THE 
GOOD NEWS; Godôs offer of salvation to all the 
world. 

 

  While Christmas here in Jamaica is very different 
than up north with all the cold, snow and beautiful 
decorations, our work is still about sharing that 
same Good News that every man, woman, boy and 
girl might make a decision to receive Jesus as their 
Savior and Lord. (spelled Saviour here) 

 

  Your prayers, love and support continue to enable 
us to see the needs of Godôs people and begin to 
make a tangible difference that will not only bring 
relief for the moment but changes that have eternal 
consequences.  

 
   Time has passed quickly since leaving Canton on 
June 21.  We have had so many things happening 
around here that it only makes it seem to pass 
more quickly.   

 
   Since leaving home, our family has expanded 
with the birth of David and Jamieôs newest addi-
tion, Sophia Grace born on September 18. 

 
   We donôt want to ñlistò things 
as that is boring but we would 
like to talk about the difference 
you are making through us.  In 
August our Team from home 
completed another phase of 
work at Fruitful Vale Methodist 
Church.  Between Bible School, 
intentional relationship building 
in the community and church 
that looks like someone wor-
ships there, attendance is grow-
ing and the body of believers Our Christmas Tree 

Basic School 
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                PROJECTS 

We have included a 

list of projects that  

are currently in the 

works: 1) Solid wood Window Covers for an old couple in 

Hope Bay (really need a whole new house  but wonôt ask) 

They have no relatives but a few friends look  in on them.     

2) Kensington ManseðMethodist Parsonage    in the 

neighboring circuit.  As of 12/8, blocks are half laid up  and 

they are out of funds.  Teams coming are invited to provide 

$100 for each team member and this will move the project 

along.  Pastor Karlene has five churches but no suitable    

housing.  The Circuit currently rents substandard housing for 

her and her family.  3) Hope Bay Church needs bars over 

windows and leaking roof repaired.  4) Ulster Training Cen-

ter Basic SchoolðPainting, water, school supplies, etc.  5) 

Our manse has painting needs, concrete repairs and garden 

benches, 5) Bloomfield Church needs new doors, Window 

fasteners and an electrical upgrade, 6) Fruitful Vale needs 

more putty work on the windows, a side door replaced, 7) a 

woman here in Port Antonio is in desperate need of housing.  

She is currently living under a dining room table (REALLY!)  

8) we need to install hand rail at the Port Antonio Church ,  

9) we have several windows at Port Antonio that need to be 

replaced. 

 

 

Christmas cont.   

to watch the Celebration in Vati-
can City.  Christmas  
Eve is not their tradition.  Fami-
lies are home working in prepara-
tion for Christmas Day festivities.  
So, Kay and I are showing a 
Christmas Nativity Movie at the 
Port Antonio Church, hoping that 
some folks will wander in off the 
streets and experience a blessing.    
 

On New Yearôs Eve, we will hold 
an informal Watch Night Service 
open to anyone who might want 
to come in for some time with 
God.  

Port Antonio Circuit ð  Merlin  

   The circuit work has been a challenging one indeed but God is faithful and 
it feels like we are making headway.  Some have wondered how long this 
assignment with the local churches is.  Appointments here are made on a 
three year basis instead of annually as they are in the UM Church.  That 
means that I have at least two years and nine months more here unless God 
sees fit to alter that plan.   
   As with most churches, the difficult economy has challenged ours here so 
we  are embarking on a journey to greater stewardship and more transpar-
ency with the finances.  Because the lights are still on most folks think 
weôre doing just fine.  In mid January we will have the full financial picture 
in view and will then be able to share it with the body of believers.  Please 
pray that with Godôs help we might get this figured out and be more capable 
of being an even brighter light in our communities as we seek to serve the 
ñleast of theseò.  
   We now have Bible Studies in all four churches.  Two are led by lay peo-
ple. Kay is holding gatherings at Fruitful Vale and Merlin at Hope Bay.  Be-
ginning soon after the new year, we will be teaching some Leadership Stud-
ies in preparation for ñBecoming More Missional For Christ: An Organizing 
Approachò, written by Rev. Dr. Winston Worrell of the World Methodist 
Evangelism Institute.  Dr. Worrell is a native of Barbados and has wonder-
ful insights to share with us through this exciting study.  Thanks to your 
generous support, Kay and I were privileged to participate in a short course 
of this study as well as many other workshops when we attended the Evan-
gelism / Mission Seminar in Ocho Rios a few weeks back. The week long 
seminar was co-sponsored by the WEMI and  the Methodist Church of the 
Caribbean and the Americas.  This course is not a ñfix allò but rather the 
beginning stage of helping us to get a deeper understanding on the Biblical 
Grounding of Evangelism and how to organize ourselves to be available to 
Godôs people.  
   The Manuals for these books are $10US each and we would like to order 
about twenty five so each of those participating in the four churches will 
have their own copy.  If you can help us help our churches develop solid 
Evangelical Leadership, we would be most grateful.  You can send a check 
to Sarah at our Michigan Office, labeled ñMission Workbooksò.  Thanks. 

PAPAôs News Cont. 

On line at papasministries.org and on facebook at PAPAõs Ministries 

Sophia Grace with big sisters Abi (2) 

and Raelee (13) 

Kay with our new God-daughter 

Micah Kelly Wilson, born 11/18 and 

her mom, Affrieka Wilson 


